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The day was sunny and clear at Rocky Ridge Hawk Watch, 70 F with a light south 
wind. At approx. 12:00 pm, Ken Orvis spotted a falcon-like bird soaring out in front of 
the hawk watch platform. I was watching another bird which turned out to be a Red
shouldered Hawk. Ken stayed on the ''falcon" and from his voice I knew he had 
something very interesting. The bird came out of its soar and glided directly over the 
hawk watch at a fairly high altitude- approx 750-1000 ft. I picked the bird up as it glided 
very close to the Red-shoulder. It was slightly smaller than the Red-shoulder. It was 
definitely falcon-shaped, but the wings didn't have the classic point of a Peregrin. After 
checking the field guide, we realized this was due to the shortened outer primaries. The 
wings were held flat-no dihedral . The tail was long. The body, tail and most of the 
underwing appeared uniformly dark gray. The two field marks that stood out was a small, 
whitish head and the white, trailing inner edge of both wings. It was a clear day, no 
clouds with a high sun behind us, and the backlighting made the white trailing edge of the 
wings appear to be lit up. All observers had good looks at the bird( we had it in view for 
approx 30 seconds) and everyone commented on these two field marks. I watched the 
bird glide over us and disappear without ever seeing it flap. It came out of the northeast 
and was heading in a southwesterly direction. Myself an9 Cal Orvis had both seen 
Mississippi Kites before. As we were watching the bird, Cal and I were commenting on 
its size, shape, color and distinct field marks and both called Mississippi Kite at the same 
time. The bird was obviously an adult. 

We speculated this bird may have taken a ride on Hurricane Isadore which passed to 
our north just a few days before. Hawk Mountain reported another Mississippi Kite a few 
days after our sighting, I believe on Oct 9, 2003. According to Al Spiese, former York 
County Compiler for PA Birds, there have been three other records of Mississippi Kite in 
York County since 1989, all in the spring. This is the first record at Rocky Ridge Hawk 
Watch which has been in operation since 1985. 

Randy Phillips 
Compiler-Rocky Ridge Hawk Watch 



Record No: 171-0j-2002 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis) 

Date of Sighting: 6 October 2002 to 6 October 2002 
Location: ROCKY RIDGE HA WK.WATCH 
County : YORK 
Observer(s): Randy Phillips 

Date of Submission: 2003 
Submitted by: Randy Phillips 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 
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